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Personhood-Centered Practice and Policy and the IDD Dementia Experience
Summary:
As the cornerstone of the equitable and inclusive community, personhood-centered practice demands that we acknowledge the autonomy, strengths, and preferences of the people we serve. In our collaborative relationship with those living with dementia and their care partners, personhood is reflected in our commitment to ending stigma and to implementing individualized and creative care and service strategies. Moreover, we assert that in principle, policy, and practice, members of the IDD community living with dementia must experience that same commitment to equity, empowerment, and engagement.
Together we'll explore dementia inclusive policy and practice (both past and present) through the IDD lens, dispel myth and misinformation, and commit to next action steps for personal, professional, and collective impact.
Learning Objectives:
· Participants will gain an understanding of personhood-centered practice, emphasizing the importance of recognizing and respecting the individual wants and needs of individuals living with both IDD and dementia. 
· Participants will understand the necessity of creating equitable and inclusive communities for individuals living with dementia, particularly those within the Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD) community. 
· Participants will learn about the principles, policies, and practices that support equity, empowerment, and engagement, and how to integrate these elements into their professional roles and personal interactions.
· Participants will be equipped with strategies to combat stigma associated with dementia and IDD, and to apply creative, individualized care approaches. 
· Participants will explore the evolution of dementia-inclusive policies and practices, with a specific focus on their impact on the IDD community. 
· Participants will understand how to set goals and develop plans to ensure the principles of personhood-centered practice, equity, and inclusion are actively pursued in their roles and communities, fostering a more supportive and understanding environment for individuals living with dementia.
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